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What is Holy Week?
Holy Week is the final week of Lent. It begins on Palm 
Sunday and leads up to the celebration of Jesus’ 

resurrection on Easter Sunday. There are many important 
Masses or services for Catholics during this week, 
including the Chrism Mass, the Mass of the Lord’s 

Supper, and Good Friday services.

What is Palm Sunday?
Palm Sunday is celebrated the week before Easter. 
Catholics carry blessed palm branches into church with 
them - this is in remembrance of when Jesus entered 
Jerusalem (Mark 11:1-11). The story of Jesus’ death and 

his Passion, are read as the Gospel.

What is the Chrism Mass?
Many dioceses celebrate the Chrism Mass on the morning 
of Holy Thursday or possibly on another day during Holy 
Week. “Chrism” refers to one of the oils used during 

different Sacraments. During the Chrism Mass, the Oil of 
the Sick (used during the Sacrament of the Anointing of 
the Sick), the Oil of Catechumens (used during the 
Sacrament of Baptism), and the Chrism oil are consecrated 
by the Bishop. Large vessels of oils are carried to the altar 
for the blessings and consecration of Chrism, which is a 
mixture of oil and balsam. After Mass, the oils are 
distributed to representatives of each parish. The oils are 
taken back to the parishes and used for the Sacraments. 
There is also a renewal of priestly promises during the 
Chrism Mass. Traditionally every priest within a diocese 
attends this Mass. The Bishop also requests that the laity 
of the diocese pray for him and the priests of the diocese.

What is Holy Thursday? 
Holy Thursday is the first day of the Easter Triduum, the 
most sacred days of the Catholic faith. It begins with the
Mass of the Lord’s Supper, which commemorates the Last 

Supper celebrated by Jesus and his disciples on the Jewish 
holiday of Passover. It is not a Holy Day of Obligation, 
but many Catholics attend Mass. During this Mass, the 
priest washes the feet of some members of the parish in 
memory of Jesus washing the feet of his disciples. It was 
during the Last Supper that Jesus taught his disciples that 
the Eucharist is truly His Body and Blood. Jesus’ disciples 

were the first Catholic priests. So, during the Last Supper, 
he taught them the importance of the Eucharist, and why 
priests celebrate Jesus’ sacrifice during every Mass. 

Because of this, the Last Supper is also significant because 
it was the beginning of the priesthood.

Why is it called Good Friday?
Good Friday commemorates the day Jesus died and saved 
us from our sins. His death and resurrection on Easter is 
the most important event, which is why it is called “good”. 

On this day, Catholics fast and remember the suffering of 
Jesus when he died on the cross. It is the only day of the 
year in which Catholic Mass is not celebrated. Instead, 
many Catholic Churches have a Stations of the Cross 
prayer service, as well as a Veneration of the Cross 
service. It is traditionally a day of solemn prayer.

What is the Easter Vigil?
The Easter Vigil is the Mass celebrated on Holy 
Saturday and it begins the Easter celebrations of Jesus’ 

resurrection. It begins with a bonfire outside of the church, 
and Mass attendees light candles that slowly illuminate the 
church. Many readings from the Old Testament that 
foretold Jesus’ death and resurrection are read. It is also 
the day that new catechumens, those who are entering the 
Catholic Church, receive the Sacraments for the first time.

What is Easter Sunday?

Easter Sunday is a continuation of the celebration of 
Jesus’ resurrection. It is a Holy Day of Obligation because 
the Mass celebrates the most important teaching in the 
Catholic faith - that Jesus died for our sins and rose from 
the dead so that we could share eternal life with him in 
heaven.

~ taken from https://www.dynamiccatholic.com/ ~

NEEDS OF THE HOLY LAND  
SPECIAL COLLECTION  

ON GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 15th  
The Good Friday collection for the “Needs of the Holy 
Land” is coordinated by the Commissariat of the Holy 
Land. These funds are used for the upkeep of the 
sanctuaries and to help with pastoral work, Catholic 
schools and social assistance in the Holy Land. 
For more information please visit: www.commissariat.ca.

Thank you for your support! 

SERRA’S ‘VOCATION SEEDS’ 
Blessed are they who come in the Name of the Lord!

Am I being called to proclaim Jesus as a priest, 
deacon, religious brother or sister? If God is 
calling you contact Fr. Matt McCarthy, 
Director of Vocations, Archdiocese of Toronto 
at 416-968-0997.

Email: vocations@archtoronto.org

PALM SUNDAY 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Cross of Christ 
TThe Passion of the Lord 

Luke 22: 14-23, 56 

oday marks the beginning of Holy Week, the most 
important and solemn week of the Church’s liturgical 

calendar. In the Gospel this Sunday, we are invited to 
reflect on the passion and death of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
The cross is the most recognizable symbol of our Christian 
faith. We see crucifixes hanging in Churches, schools, 
homes and even worn around many people’s necks.
However, we can become so used to this constant 
presence of the crucifix that we become indifferent to 
what it signifies. Let us take a moment to grasp the beauty 
and truth found in the cross.

God became man and was willing to be crucified for the 
forgiveness of our sins. It is through the cross that Christ 

defeats Satan and 
triumphantly attains 
our salvation, 
allowing us to enter 
our heavenly home. 
The entire course of 
human history was 
dramatically altered 
because of the cross 
of Christ. As 

stewards, we should always view the salvation won 
through the cross as the greatest gift that God has 
bestowed on us. 

As we approach the Holy Triduum, let us take some 
time each day this week to reflect on the passion of Christ. 
Many great saints strongly promoted this practice of 
calling to mind the sufferings of Christ. We can do this in 
many ways such as praying the Stations of the Cross or the 
sorrowful mysteries of the Rosary, reading the passion 
narratives in the Bible or simply gazing upon a crucifix.
Let us never fail to appreciate the sublime beauty of Jesus’ 

sacrifice on the cross. 
Summary 
It is through the crucifixion that Christ defeats Satan and 
triumphantly attains our salvation, allowing us to enter our 
heavenly home. As we approach the Holy Triduum, let us 
take some time each day this week to reflect on the 
passion of Christ. We can do this in many ways such as 
praying 
the Stations of the Cross or the sorrowful mysteries of the 
Rosary, reading the passion narratives in the Bible or 
simply gazing upon a crucifix.

~ Stewardship Bulletin Reflection – Archdiocese of Toronto ~

The office will be CLOSED from Thursday, 
April 14th to Wednesday, April 20th and will 
REOPEN on Thursday, April 21st.

                                               This week 
                       The Sanctuary Lamp 

                       is dedicated                               
                        for the repose of the soul of               

                         Fr. Peter Tammearu 
                              requested by  

                            Alice & Brian Warford 
 

 
 
 
                      

Mon.  Apr. 11 12:05 pm † Aquino Tobias, requested 
by Eufemia Calce & family 

Tue. Apr. 12 12:05 pm † Rev. Peter Tammearu, 
requested by Clergy, Staff & 
Parish Community 

Wed. Apr. 13 12:05 pm 
 

† David Pueblo, requested 
by Leo & Virgie Luzano

Holy 
Thur.  

Apr. 14 7:00 pm [not available] 
 

Good 
Friday 

Apr. 15 
 

1:00 pm 
 

[not available] 

Easter.  
Vigil 
 

Apr. 16 
 

7:00 pm In thanksgiving & for the 
intentions of Maricel Galsim-
Nilo on her birthday, 
requested by the Nilo family 

Easter 
Sun. 
 

Apr. 17 10:00 am 
 

† Jovita [Beth] Reyes, 
requested by Eufemia Calce 
& family 

F 

Holy Week Schedule 
 

DATE TIME

Palm Sunday Vigil
[Apr. 9th]

5 pm

Palm Sunday
[Apr. 10th]

9 am & 11 am

Monday –Wednesday 
[Apr. 11th

– 13th]
12:05 pm

Holy Thursday [Apr. 14th] 7 pm
Good Friday Apr. 15th] 1 pm
Easter Vigil [Sat. Apr. 16th] 7 pm
Easter Sunday [Apr. 17th] 10 am
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