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DECEMBER 30, 2018 
     

It’s deep stuff; it’s bottomless, because it means that God is 

saying, “Enter my heart. It is in this heart of mine that you 
will know how to live out this beautiful year that I have given 
you ‘to have and to hold’”. 

So let us be our brother’s keeper; and let us not forget that 
Christ is our Brother too. Not only in everyone, but in 
himself. And if we really want to learn how to love, we 
should go into his heart this year.
(December 29, 1976)

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~. 
TO ALL PARISHIONERS 

Each New Year brings us new 
opportunities to know Him more, to 
walk in faith, and grow by His 
grace.  May your year be blessed in 
the Lord.

                     Fr. Peter Tammearu, Fr. Gitendran,       
                     Eduardo, Alice, John, & Susan 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~. 
 Let us strive to imitate the Holy 
family’s mutual love and concern for 

one another.
By being born into a human 

family, the eternal Son of God has 
blessed every family, and so made marriage and family a 
pathway to holiness and eternal life.  In the face of God’s 

ever-flowing generosity, highlighted for us today in the 
blessing of family life, we become aware of our human 
shortcomings and our need for God’s mercy and love.
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~. 

DEADLINE FOR SACRAMENTS REGISTRATION 
Registration for First Communion and Confirmation is now 

open. Registration forms are available 
at the back of the Church. All 
completed forms can be placed in the 
collection basket or dropped off at the 
Parish Office.  
Classes will begin in January and all 
completed forms must be received 
no later than January 9th, 2019.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~. 
                         at the 11 am Mass 
 

Opening: #521 O Come, All Ye Faithful
Offertory: #554 The First Nowell

Communion: Night of Silence/Silent NIght (choir only)
Closing: #518 Joy to the World

 

Monday December 31
New Year’s Eve
(No 12.05 pm Mass)
5 pm Vigil For the People of the Parish

Tuesday January 1
New Year’s Day
Solemnity of Mary, Holy Mother of God

(Please note that this solemnity is a Holy Day of Obligation 

for all Catholics, and only one Mass will be celebrated on 

New Year’s Day)
10 am † Angeles Aureus on the 3rd anniversary of her 

death
requested by Ruben & Cora Lopes

Wednesday January 2
Sts Basil the Great & Gregory Nanzianzen, Bishops & 

Doctors of the Church

12.05 pm

Thursday January 3
12.05 pm

Friday January 4
First Friday

[Followed by Exposition & Benediction of the Blessed 

Sacrament]

12.05 pm For the intentions of Fatima Cabral
requested by Shelia White

Saturday January 5
First Saturday

[Followed by devotions to Our Lady of Fatima]
9 am 

5 pm Vigil † Lucille Butler
requested by Olga Juchniewicz

Sunday January 6
The Epiphany of the Lord

9 am For the People of the Parish

11 am † Deceased members of the Bourke family
requested by David & Nuala Bourke

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~.
CATHOLIC WOMEN’S MEETING 
There will be a meeting on Sunday, January 6th,
2019 in the rectory meeting room from 10 – 11
am.  All women 16 years of age and older are
also invited. 

                                            THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY & JOSEPH 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

TTHE NEW YEAR: 
WE ARE OUR BROTHER’S KEEPER 
By Catherine Doherty 
I keep thinking and meditating on the New Year, and 
thinking about the world in general; it kind of haunts me.

God hands us a shiny beautiful New Year. That is to say, he 
gives us time. I wondered: what are we going to do with this 
time? To each one of us God has given time—time to love 
him. It’s strange that in the Christian countries the New Year 

comes at the time right after Christ’s birth. 
Stop and think of the Incarnation (Christ God becoming 

man), which leads to his crucifixion, which leads to his 
resurrection, all wrapped up in a little package of this 
Child—a crib in a stable. And then, as if the Child himself 
handed it over, he turns to me and to you and he says, “Here 
is a new year, shiny, coming from my hands. What are you 
going to do with it?” 

The greatest thing we can 
do is to love. There is nothing 
else that matters, really. So 
why don’t we begin? Many 

of us already love our 
neighbour, love ourselves and 
our neighbour, but we have to 
extend that love. 

Time really does not exist. I 
come from the mind of 
God—he had me there from 
all eternity, and I go to the 
Way (who is Christ) to the 
heart of God; and the Holy 
Spirit helps me to keep on the 
narrow path, the Way that 
Christ says he himself is. 

When we talk Christianity 
or Christ to one another, 
whoever we are, wherever we 
are on the threshold of the 
New Year, something has to 
break into our hearts. Our 
Lord enlarges our heart, if we 
desire to enlarge it, to love 
more and more and more. 

Will our love end in 
crucifixion? It’s obvious that 

when you and I totally forget 
the pronoun ‘I’, then we are 

crucified; and those who are crucified are free. This is a 
strange and mysterious thing. It’s one of the mysteries that 
God puts into our hearts. 

If we agree to go to Golgotha, a little hill on which he was 
crucified, there is another side to the crucifix. Immediately 
the crucifix ceases to really be a crucifix as we understand 
it—that is to say, pain and all the rest of it—and it becomes a 
joy. In a sense, we can wish everyone a joyful New Year—
provided we have opened our heart to Joy; we have mounted 

Golgotha; we have agreed to be crucified with Christ; and by 
doing so we have entered into his Resurrection. 

By entering into his Resurrection, we have suddenly found 
ourselves totally free—free from all the things that affected 
us only yesterday. Free to love everyone, including our 
enemies. Free to lay down our lives for our fellowman. 

This all sounds highfaluting, big ideas, but in everyday life, 
it is simplicity itself. Never think of yourself, day in and day 
out. You have to do an unpleasant job, but you do it joyfully, 
because whatever you do, you do for God. Joy lifts us up and 
makes us run toward whatever task is given to us; to what we 
call “the duty of the moment”. 

The mother gets up, and the father, to nurse the baby and 
quieten it at night, but it goes a little further. It may go to a 
little neighboring child who cries. I lived in Chicago, on 
West Walton Place, which had been cut up into little 
apartments; we had a little apartment and one was above us. 
You could hear what happened. One evening, lying there and 
not sleeping very well, I kept hearing the patter of young feet 
and I knew that only a mother with her child lived up there. 

The child was about eleven or 
twelve. I met her going to school. 
Something worried me about this 
patter of feet. I got up and went 
upstairs and knocked at the door 
and said, “It’s the lady from 

downstairs”. “Oh,” she said, “I’m 
so glad it’s you”, and she opened 

the door. “I don’t know what’s 
happened to my mother. I don’t 

know what to do. She doesn’t wake 

up.” Well, her mother was dead! 
Love is a strange thing. The 

patter of little feet. The cry of a 
child. The cough of an old person 
or a young one can disturb us, and 
should disturb us, and we should 
say, “Oh, I am responsible for 

everyone.” Dorothy Day, one of the great American saints-
to-be, wrote in her Catholic Worker why we should not buy 
grapefruits (this was in the Depression) because the people 
who gathered grapefruits received such a small salary that 
they could not live on it. I am responsible. Do you realize 
that this beautiful New Year that God has put into your hands 
means that you are your brother’s keeper, and so am I? 
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